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Ma. Victoria C. Viñas AFSC. In a simple ceremony on 7 September, Mari-vikk Viñas became an affiliated 
member of the Brothers of the Christian Schools for her many years of service to the Lasallian Mission in the 
Philippines. Br. Edmundo Fernandez FSC, Lasallian East Asia District Visitor, praised Br. Mari-vikk in what he calls 
her “quiet service.” He further commends her in his homily saying of the new affiliate member: “Your affiliation is 
important as it is a recognition of all the good things you represent— a Lasallian who is low key, quiet and 
hardworking, profoundly committed to the mission, disciplined, highly ethical, deeply professional.” 
(http://delasalle.ph)

Four of the six living female affiliates were present to welcome Marivikk during the affiliation ceremony. They were 
Dr. Estrella Castañeda, Dr. Carmelita Quebengco, Ms. Ophelia Fugoso and Sr. Corazon Manalo DC.  

LEAD⍟STORY 117 | 1 of 3 

http://delasalle.ph
http://delasalle.ph


Philippine Lasallian Family Honors 
Partners. Last 6 September, the Philippine 
Lasallian Family honored the different 
archdioceses and dioceses; religious 
congregations; and organizations who, through 
the years, have helped the Lasallian educational 
mission of providing quality Christian education to 
the young, especially the poor.

In his welcome message, Br. Jose Mari Jimenez 
FSC thanked the honorees “who have taken part 
in giving shape to our shared mission” adding ”we 
have collaborated and created that community 
where God’s concern for young people was and 
will continue to be kept alive." (http://delasalle.ph)

Archbishop Luis Antonio Cardinal Tagle presided the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist and received the token of 
appreciation on behalf of the Archdiocese of Manila, the first to invite the Brothers to the Philippines. 

SJI Booklet on Former Campus at Singapore Art Museum. “St Joseph's 
Institution (SJI) launched a guide booklet for visitors to navigate their way through its 
former campus in Bras Basah, which now houses the Singapore Art Museum.

“Produced by a team of students and teachers from the school, the booklet is 
available for free to visitors of the museum, whose building has been gazetted a 
national monument by the National Heritage Board.

“Among iconic parts of the 161-year-old school's original premises is the second-
floor chapel, which continues to retain basins that once held holy water, a pressed 
steel ceiling and the original multi-coloured concrete floor tiles.” (Maryam Mokhtar | The 
Straits Times: http://stcommunities.straitstimes.com/show/2013/09/03/sji-launches-booklet-former-
campus-singapore-art-museum)

La Salle Sentul Back to School Anniversary 
Dinner. “The La Salle Sentul Old Boys Association is 
inviting former students to have fun while raising funds at 
the Back to School Anniversary Dinner on Sept 21. SMK 
La Salle Sentul (Malaysia) is a partially-aided school which 
was founded in 1950. La Salle Sentul Old Boys 
Association president Magandran Muthiah said the dinner 
was also to celebrate the school’s 63rd anniversary. “The 
funds raised will be used to assist the school and its 
students. We hope to upgrade facilities such as the 
computer lab and library,” he said. Magandran said they 
would also like to assist needy students.
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“The association’s secretary, Don Darrell Agustine, said they were hoping for a big turnout from the La Salle Sentul 
boys. “We want to get everyone together so they can meet with students from different batches. We are also 
hoping to identify the oldest Sentul La Sallian,” he said. Don added that guests would include the association’s 
adviser and former school principal Reverend Brother Ambrose Loke. Several other former principals have also 
been invited while Deputy Education Minister P. Kamalanathan is expected to be the guest-of-honour. The event 
will be held at the school hall on Sept 21 beginning 7pm.” (Priya Menon | http://www.thestar.com.my/News/Community/
2013/08/23/Wellmeaning-La-Sallians-Old-boys-association-holding-fundraiser-to-help-school-students.aspx) 

Catholic Camp at SJII. “Around 60 students from Grades 7 to 12 of St. 
Joseph’s Institution International in Singapore took part in the Catholic Camp from 
August 23-24. Just like the first camp, last week's overnight camp aims to 
strengthen the ties among the Catholics in the high school.

“The students were joined by Br. Arian Lopez FSC and Br. John Fernando FSC. A 
dedicated team of facilitators from Grades 9 to 12 accompanied the younger 
students through a series of games, input and prayer sessions meant to help them 
begin to take a more active role in their faith.

“This time around the students were asked to take a closer look at their faith life, 
identify their areas of strength and improvement and to commit a simple way of 
setting aside more time for prayer and reflection.” (http://www.sji-international.com.sg)

La Salle College Alumnus, Dr Wilson TANG Honoured in America. “Dr. 
Wilson H. Tang (61) was recently inducted posthumously into the ASCE OTC 
(America Society of Civil Engineers Offshore Technology Conference) Hall of Fame, in 
Texas, USA. Unfortunately Dr TANG passed away in January 2012 before being able 
to receive the Honour which was received on his behalf by his wife Mrs Bernadette 
TANG. Dr TANG was an accomplished scholar and engineer, with a BS and MS from 
MIT and a PhD from Stanford. He was a professor at the University of Illinois for 27 
years before returning to Hong Kong to head the Civil Engineering Department of 
HKUST. Dr TANG is known for his innovative and pioneering work in engineering 
especially in risk mitigation and design in geotechnical engineering. He has a number 
of Honorary professorships and has published over 200 manuscripts.”
(http://web.lasalle.edu.hk)
 
Beatification of 74 Brothers. I am attaching a letter from Brother Álvaro 
Rodríguez Echeverría on the occasion of the Beatification of 74 Brothers of the 
Christian Schools.

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Philippines
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