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Br. Aad van Bentem †. “We have received news of the 
death of Br. Aad van Bentem, former Visitor of the District of the 
Netherlands, last 24 September 2012. He suffered from 
leukemia, which in the past year became aggressive. Many in 
PARC will recall that during his time as Visitor, the District of the 
Netherlands was extremely generous to various countries in the 
Region, funding many projects. Whenever one met him, he 
always asked after the Region and Brothers whom he had met 
over the years. Those who were present at the 43rd General 
Chapter will remember his cheerfulness and his ability to relate 
so well with all. Br. Aad was 73. The Netherlands is now part of 
the District of Central Europe. The Visitor is Br. Johann Gassner. 
May our Brother Aad rest in peace.” (Br. David Hawke)

Artists Unite for Arts and Education. As De La Salle 
Lipa (Lipa City, Batangas, Philippines) celebrates its golden 
jubilee this school year 2012 - 2013, it is the institution’s 
ardent desire to provide more scholarship grants to financially 
disadvantaged but deserving students and give them a 
chance for a brighter future.
 
“Continuum: De La Salle Lipa Golden Jubilee Art Festival” is 
conceptualized with the vision to continue the cycle of 
service to the marginalized as exemplified by the founder – 
St. John Baptist De La Salle.  The art show encourages more 
people to share their resources for a noble cause.  

The country’s top visual artists joined hands in support of this 
endeavor.   Some of the works of renowned artists, namely: 
Augusto “Gus” Albor, Moralde “Ral” Arrogante, Jose Alain 
Austria, Pandy Aviado, Bobby Balingit, Jet Bernal, Norberto 
Carating, Salvador “Buddy” Ching, Eugene Cubillo II, 
Jonathan Dangue, Daniel De La Cruz, Raul Lebajo, Romulo 
Galicano, Raul Isidro, Jose Joya, Junyee, Leonore Lim, 
Arturo Luz, Marlon Magbanua, Ramon Orlina, Pearl Ortega, 
Glorife Samodio, Sharif Alrashdi Sakib Mohammad, Ruth 
Rina Tiangco, Mannet Villariba, and Jaime Zobel De Ayala, as 
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well as selected works of National Artists Federico Aguilar 
Alcuaz, Jose Joya, and Arturo Luz will also be for sale to 
raise funds for scholarships while helping the community 
develop its appreciation for the visual arts through the art 
show.
 
The events are slated on September 22, 2012 at DLSL, 
Lipa, Batangas and on September 29, 2012 at Infinity 
Tower, Taguig City, Manila. This rare occasion promises to 
please art enthusiasts and provide an array of quality and 
original masterpieces for art collectors and aficionados. 
Come and see the brilliant works of art and help transform 
lives. (DLSL Press Release) http://goldenjubilee.dlsl.edu.ph/

Reflections from “All Brothers” (Part 3). I am 
attaching the third publication of the “All Brothers” 
Intercongregational Program. Br. Nicholas Seet shares his 
reflections for the 3rd and 4th week:

“I particularly liked Br. Emili Turu's (Marist SG) session on 
spirituality as he defined spirituality as what gives meaning 
to my life. He ended with a youtube video of Anthony de 
Mello's concise explanation of spirituality which I found 
meaningful.  He highlighted that there is a cultural and 
religious tsunami which has already affected the church in 
the West with young people finding little meaning in the 
church and her rituals. Unless our rituals have meaning for 
the young, they will turn away.  I wonder if this tsunami will 
reach Asia and when?

“Br. Philip Pinto (Edmund Rice Christian Brothers SG) gave 
a very thought provoking talk on destroying the images of 
God that we continue to create so that we as religious will 
have a comfortable lifestyle without being a prophet  who 
can read the signs of the times. One of his phrases that 
struck me was "Jesus never said to 'worship me' but to 
'follow me'." In his words, when was the last time you felt 
the pain of the poor?  I wonder if I have been worshiping a 
false god that I have created!
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“From Br. Alvaro Rodriguez, our SG, I learnt about the need for our communities to be 
open to the young and what struck me particularly was a quote from the late Cardinal 
Martini about everyone  whom we can help to respond to God regardless if he is "a 
Muslim, Hindu, Catholic, Orthodox or Protestant." Br. Alvaro also highlighted that we tend 
to place young brothers too quickly in administration when they should be in pastoral work 
with direct contact with the young.

“From Br. Jose Ignacio Carmona (Sacred Heart Bros SG), I noted the need for each 
brother to be responsible for the community as well as the duties and love that the 
Community Director should have of his brothers. From Br. Yanik Houssay (Christian 
Instruction Bros SG), he highlighted the dangers to religious life and community life of the 
digital culture when Brothers are in constant contact and are closer to outsiders in a virtual 
or digital world and are not close at all to the Brothers in his own community.”

Golden Jubilee. Br. Victor A. Franco of the Philippine Sector 
will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of his Reception of the 
Holy Habit on 15 October 2012 at the National Shrine of the 
Divine Child, La Salle Green Hills. I am attaching a copy of the 
invitation. Let us keep Br. Vic in our prayers.

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Malaysia

World Teachers' Day 2012. “Take a stand for teachers!” is the 
slogan of World Teachers’ Day 2012 (5 October) which UNESCO 
is celebrating along with its partners. Find out more and download 
posters at the World Teachers’ Day webpage: http://www.5oct.org 

Use These 10 Sites To Detect Plagiarism. Mashable 
“reports on the importance of digital innovation and how it 
empowers and inspires people around the world.” The site 
compiled a list of 10 useful webpages for educators to detect 
plagiarism in submitted works. You can access the article at this 
link: http://mashable.com/2012/08/29/plagiarism-online-services/
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