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LEAD Vocations Team. The first meeting of the LEAD Vocations Team was held in La 
Salle Green Hills in Mandaluyong City, Philippines on 19 October 2012. The members of 
the Vocations Team are Br. Rey Mejias (Coordinator), Br. Jeffrey Chan FSC (Hong Kong), 
Br. Antonio Cubillas FSC (Japan), Br. Egbertus Joikul FSC (Malaysia), Br. John Ne’O FSC 
(Myanmar), Br. Alex Diaz FSC (Philippines), Br. Arian Lopez FSC (Singapore), Br. Simon 
Phanom Wittayanukorn FSC (Thailand) and Br. Victor Franco, LEAD Director for Formation 
and Vocations. Br. Edmundo Fernandez and Br. Richie Yap joined the meeting as well. The 
LEAD Vocations Team was created by the 1st LEAD Chapter and was mandated to 
implement the “Lines of Action” for “Lasallian Vocations Promotion.”

The Vocation Coordinators shared the realities of their respective Sectors, their current 
programmes, plans, strategies and best practices as well as some of their challenges and 
concerns in promoting vocations. Among the items discussed were the functions of the 
team and the supports it can provide each Sector. The team agreed to meet twice a year 
and to ensure the presence of Brothers during significant events of all Sectors. Japan, 
Myanmar, the Philippines and Thailand have contacts and aspirants that are currently 
discerning the vocation of the Brothers. Br. Edmundo hosted a special dinner and socials 
for the Vocations Team in the evening. The socials provided opportunities for the members 
of the team to enjoy and establish fraternal relationships.

LEAD Formation Committee. The LEAD Formation Committee was first convened on 
20 October at La Salle Green Hills in Mandaluyong City, Philippines. The meeting was 
presided by Br. Victor Franco (LEAD Director for Formation and Vocations) and the 

LEAD⍟STORY 69 ( page 1 of 6 )

LEAD Vocations Team (Left to Right): Brothers Arian, Richie, Simon, John, Vic, Dodo, Jeff, Rey, Antonio, Egbertus and Alex.



members are some of the 
District’s experienced 
formators, namely, Br. Ray 
Suplido, Br. Jose Mari 
Jimenez, Br. Peter Foo, 
and Br. Joseph Klong. Br. 
Edmundo Fernandez and 
Br. Richie Yap also 
attended the meeting. The 
LEAD Formation 
Committee was created 
by the District Leadership 
Team to assist the 
Director for Formation and Vocation in implementing the “Lines of Action” for “Formation” 
in the Acts of the 1st LEAD Chapter.

The Formation Committee will study the existing initial formation programmes and 
establish common guidelines, identify formation personnel, and recommend common 
expectations and standards in each stage of the Brothers’ formation. After agreeing to 
convene regularly, the committee will meet again during the Directors’ Workshop in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

Philippine Sector Assembly and Memorial Day: We remember, we 
celebrate, we believe. “On October 13 - 14, the Brothers, Scholastics, and Postulants 
of the Philippine Sector came together at De La Salle Lipa to a weekend of celebration, 
remembrance, and affirmation of our belief in a bright future.

We Believe. “In the morning of October 13 several Young Brothers (and some Young-at- 
heart) held workshops for the students of De La Salle Lipa Integrated School based on 
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LEAD Formation Committee (Left to Right): Brothers Ray, JJ, Vic, Peter, Dodo and Joe.



their hobbies/interests. The students signed 
up for yoga, ultimate frisbee, yaki-obra, 
service-ladership, and art.

“After a sumptuous lunch served by our 
gracious hosts, the Administration and 
Brothers community of De La Salle Lipa, the 
Sector Assembly began facilitated by the 
Sector Leader, Br. JJ Jimenez FSC. Br. JJ 
gave a presentation on the current plans and 
programs of the sector and presented the 
finances of the sector. The second part of the 
assembly were small group discussions and 
sharing on the strategic intents of the Sector: 
Service of the poor, Formation, Vocation 
Promotion, and Witnessing to Religious Life.

We Celebrate. “In the evening, we came together for a special Mass that celebrated the 
Golden Jubilee of De La Salle Lipa. The Mass and Special Dinner with selected Lasallian 
Partners hat followed helped us remember the history of De La Salle Lipa and made us 
look forward to a bright future for its students, teachers, and staff.

We Remember. “On Sunday, October 14, the Brothers and Lasallian Partners came 
together for the Sector Memorial Day. Specially remembered on this day were Br. Roly 
Dizon FSC and partners from the seventeen Lasalle Schools in the Philippines who passed 
away in 2012. The day of remembrance was capped of by a procession to the Memorial 
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The  Brothers at the Memorial Cloister.



Cloister in the Novitiate where the Brothers are interred for a blessing and quiet moment of 
reflection.” (Br. Sockie dela Rosa)

Goldies and Goodies,
But Never Oldies. Br. Victor 
Alonso Franco FSC officially 
celebrated his Golden Jubilee as 
a De La Salle Brother on 10 
October 2012.  Celebrations 
started on the 12th with a 
surprise tribute from the DLS-
CSB Alumni Association and 
ended with an official school 
honoring from the DLS-College 
of Saint Benilde community on 
October 17 where he was feted 
by faculty, staff, and students in a 
tribute lasting over an hour.  

It was a double celebration on 15 October as his Jubilee Ceremony coincided with his 
birthday.  The happy occasion held at La Salle Green Hills was witnessed by his family, 
top-billed by his 94-years young mother who is simply known as Mommie Annie to a 
number of us and his brother Joaquin, or Wacky, who surprised Br. Vic by flying in from 
Chicago.  The Brothers came in full force with the left side of the NSDC Chapel marked by 
a sea of Brothers in their black and white robes.  Former students, friends, and Lasallian 
Partners Brother Vic has worked with came from all over, including well-wishers from 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Thailand.

The Mass and ceremonies were capped by a video done by Chuck Gutierrez with 
commentaries about Brother Vic, especially from his three former Novices which elicited 
much laughter from the audience.  What took the cake, however, was Brother Vic's 
response in a classic re-take on the Magnificat which practically brought the house down.  
In his remarks, Brother Vic paid tribute to our "God with a Sense of Humor" for choosing 
him to journey this far with the Brothers from the original 9 men who entered in his batch.

As one of Brother Vic's original bunch of Novices (with Br. Vincent, Director of Postulancy 
and Br. Edmundo, current LEAD Visitor---all of us have survived so far!), it is most heart-
warming to witness this outpouring of love for someone like Brother Vic who has played 
many a significant role in the lives of many Brothers. Though he has occupied almost all 
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Br. Vic receives the plaque of appreciation from Br. JJ and Br. Dodo.



kinds of positions that a Brother 
may take on: teacher, formator, 
animator, school administrator, 
Principal, President, Visitor, General 
Councillor---he remains true to his 
first calling:  being Brother to all he 
meets!  He has remained steadfast 
in living up to the to the Scripture 
quote from Micah with which he 
has been associated:  "to act justly, 
to love tenderly, and to walk humbly 
with your God". 

50 Years living the life of a Brother is 
no mean feat. But for Brother Vic, 

what makes it all the more extraordinary though is living it, quoting Brother Visitors' shared-
homily, with much "grace and graciousness" all these years.  That is what makes Brother 
Vic forever young and golden in our hearts! (Br. Dante Amisola)

“Come and See” : Kalaw, Myanmar. “The vocations promotion program of 
Myanmar, “Come and See” is very simple. It is because we take in the boys from the hills 
and villages and perhaps a few town boys who are generous and brave enough to try our 
way of life after hearing about what we are and what we do. For some, they had never met 
a Brother until they came over to us, or when we went to ‘fish’ them. Some of them came 
to us after hearing about the Brothers from some priests or other religious. And so for the 
majority, the first sight of the Brothers they had was after their arrival to try their courage 
and generosity.

“As most of them had never been in the boarding departments or ever been away from 
home, we make them live here as if it were their home, where they work together, play 
together, study together, pray together, with some guidance for them to use their own 
initiatives for their own good and for the welfare of the house, so as to prepare them for 
community life later on.

“The ‘Come and See’ boys also are made to do some praying and they are thought to 
understand the value of prayer, to have a love for prayer and one day to become men of 
prayer. For this end we pray together meaningfully, with proper reflection for their daily 
prayer. The different Brothers in the ‘Come and See’ program also teach the boys different 
subjects which will help them to be good and discern their real vocation.
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Br. JJ (violin) and Br. Vince (keyboard) entertains guests during the reception.



“They are also made to work and play to enable them to get 
physical exercise to toughen them, to make them healthy 
and also know and appreciate the value of work and not to 
be afraid of physical work when it becomes necessary, 
either for their own requirement or to be able to teach 
others in their future apostolate.

“We also provide an exposure program which they will 
experiences of teaching, at the same time they will be able 
to experience the mission of the Brothers in Myanmar 
district. For their exposure we take them to Pyin Oo Lwin 
where the Brothers have boarding department and 
Postulancy and Aspirancy formation houses. During their 
exposure period, all the ‘Come and See’ boys will be able 
to experience teaching, guiding, helping the borders during 
their study, works and prayers. 

“By doing all these things and by trying to improve these 
procedures as opportunities present themselves we expect 
that these boys will become boys of character who will later 
on, be fit young men for the Aspirancy and continue there 
to try and grow to maturity for other future steps and thus 
finally to become good Brothers who will be ready to follow 
the Founder in his footsteps.” (Br. John Ne’O) Attached is a 
sample Newsletter from the Aspirancy in Kalaw.

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Hong Kong

50 Search Engines You Probably Don’t Use Yet. “Students, teachers and the 
public turn to their librarians for help researching everything from technology to genealogy 
to homework help and lesson plans. Next time, though, you can turn to one of these 50 
search engines, designed to pull from the Web only the information you really need.” The 
list is available at http://edudemic.com/2012/10/50-search-engines/
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