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Their Dream is Our Dream. 
“It was the third Saturday of 
November, back in 1932, when 
four young Canadian Brothers 
arrived in Hakodate, in northern 
Japan, with the project to 
establish the first Lasallian 
School in Japan. In order to 
commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of our roots we have 
held several ceremonies.

First, for several weeks the 
symbolic remains (some soil 
from the surrounding area of the 
Brother’s tomb) of the Four 
Brothers were exposed in the 
chapel of our community. We 
took this opportunity to include 
two other Brothers. Brother 
Cyprian who died in the city of 
Kobe-Japan back in 1887, he 
had been working in Hong Kong 
and after falling sick he was 
recommended to travel to 
Yokohama for treatment; he did 
not manage to reach his 
destination. He is the first 
Brother who died and was 
buried in Kobe. Also the remains 
of Brother Horace, the second 
Principal of our school who died in Canada 1982 were brought.

During the yearly ceremony (November 2) we hold in our school to pray for the members 
of the Lasallian Family who have died during the year (parents, teachers and alumni), this 
time we put emphasis on these six Brothers. Their remains were displayed in front of the 
altar. Among the Brothers who died within the year we remembered Brother Lacroix, the 

LEAD⍟STORY 72 ( page 1 of 5 )

(Above) Symbolic remains of the first four Brothers and Brothers Cyprian and 
Horace. (Below) Unveiling of the Plaque with the names of the first four Brothers.



third Principal of our school; Brother 
Ishii who was the President of the 
Board of Directors for some time and 
Brother Suzuki who taught at our 
school in the past.

The following day, on November 3, we 
deposited the remains of the six 
Brothers in the common tomb we 
have in the Catholic cemetery. We 
asked the parish priest to preside the 
ceremony; some alumni and former 
teachers accompanied us. Brother 
Rodrigo, Sector Leader, unveiled a 
plaque with the names of the Four 
Brothers. He acknowledged the 
collaboration of the alumni who 
helped to bring the remains of the Brothers from Canada and Kobe. A Canadian priest 
helped us to get the remains of the Brother who died in China. We brought the remains of 
the Brother who died and was buried in Sendai.

Many Japanese devotedly revere the memory of those who have died in the family. In most 
cases the responsibility falls in the eldest child to look after the family tomb. This deep 
feeling came alive among the alumni. The President of the Alumni Association took the 

lead to assume this responsibility 
and he involved other former 
students to accomplish this filial 
devotion to bring in the remains 
of the founders of La Salle Japan 
to rest in the common tomb. The 
President of the Alumni and his 
collaborators have shown that 
their love for the Alma Mater 
knows no limits. Today their zeal 
to embrace the Lasallian Spirit 
runs deep in them as well in us.

The legend in the plaque, we 
placed at the tomb, has become 
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Brother Rodrigo leads the Brothers, alumni and former teachers in the 
ceremony depositing the remains of the six Brothers in the common tomb.

Hakodate La Salle Gakuen remembers deceased Brothers and members of the 
Lasallian Family during the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist last November 2.



a new icon for the contemporary Lasallian culture in this school “Their Dream is our 
Dream”. These events have proven how the pioneering spirit of these Four Brothers has 
deep roots within us. Their will to serve the Japanese youth before they left Canada in 
1932, has widened and deepened to include hundreds who feel compelled to keep alive 
the same endless noble project.” (Br. Fermin Martinez)

Upcoming International Meetings in LEAD. Let us welcome all visiting Brothers 
and partners who will be participating in the following meetings this month:

 Combined Meeting of Lasallian Services (PARC) and PARC Representatives 
 of International Councils. To be held on 13 - 14 November at the Pacific Asia 
 Regional Conference Office in St. Patrick’s School, Singapore, the combined 
 meeting will be attended by John Pill FSC (PARC Office), David Hawke FSC 
 (General Councillor), John Fernando FSC (LSC, Council Lasallian Family and 
 Association), James Camden (LSC, International Council Young Lasallians), Steve 
 Byrne (MEL Council),  Joseph Fernando FSC (LSC, Secretary for Formation), Mike 
 Rapatan (Communications Council), Paul Smith FSC (Solidarity and Development 
 Council), Peter Phat FSC (Being Brothers Today Council), Mike Valenzuela FSC 
 (Research and Resources Council), Trish Carroll (Consultant), and Richie Yap FSC 
 (Consultant).

	 LEAD Council 7 and LEAD Economic Council. Both meetings will be held in 
	 Yangon, Myanmar. The Economic Council composed of the Sector Bursars and the 
	 District Leadership Team will meet on 15 November. The LEAD Council 7 will be 
	 on 17 November.

 Preparatory Commission of the “International Young Brothers Assembly 
 2013”. This is an on-site meeting at Dasmariñas City, Philippines from 19 - 23 
 November by the Preparatory Commission composed of Christopher Patiño FSC 
 (RELAN), Jose Andres Sanchez FSC (RELEM), Michel Tolojanahary FSC (RELAF), 
 Niky Murcia Suarez FSC (RELAL), and Richie Yap FSC (PARC). They will be joined by 
 the Secretaries of Formation, Jesús Rubio FSC and Joseph Fernando FSC. The 
 actual Assembly will be hosted by De La Salle University - Dasmariñas on 29 July - 
 7 August 2013.

SIEL Week 2. “It seems that each day gets colder and colder in Rome. The participants 
of SIEL have begun to come out of their rooms for morning prayers with more and more 
layers of clothing. Yes, winter has officially arrived, and with it, the authority to turn on the 
heaters during select times of the day. 
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lectures for week two had 
a more reflective bend to 
them. We had the 
opportunity to listen to Br. 
Paulo Dullius from Brazil. 
He talked about the 
dynamics of being loved 
and unloved and how this 
affects the perspective of 
each person. His series of 
lectures were very rich. 
Insights from these 
lectures may be used to 
understand our students, 

their parents, our faculty and pretty much everyone else who is touched by the Lasallian 
mission.  From the SIEL participants’ point of view, this also served as a caveat that we 
must be aware of our own neediness so that our future output will be more objective and 
balanced. 

Last Thursday, we had Br. Francis Ricousse from the Generalate Archives. He oriented us 
on the materials available in the archives. We were likewise treated to a fieldtrip to the 
archives of the Pontifical Gregorian Univiersity where we had Fr. Martin Morales SJ as our 
resource speaker. The program is already halfway through. We look forward to more 
learning in the next two weeks.” (Br. Mandy Dujunco)

Vocations Promotion in 
Malaysia. During the 1st LEAD 
Vocations Team Meeting, Br. 
Egbertus shared the current efforts 
and plans of the Sector of 
Malaysia on Vocations Promotion. 
They usually collaborate with the 
local diocese in promoting 
vocations. Together with priests 
and religious, they organize 
“Vocation Camps” in different 
parishes where they prepare 
exhibits and distribute pamphlets. 
Sometimes they call these youth 
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File photo of Lasallian Youth in Malaysia with Brothers Vincent and Michael.

(Left) SIEL Session. (Right) Br. Mandy at Piazza Navona.



gatherings, “Faith Formation Camp”, “Understanding our Christian Call”, “Leadership 
camp” etc. It is during these events that they introduce the various congregations who are 
serving in the diocese through personal sharing on vocation. “FSC Vocation Weekend 
Camps” and follow-up programmes were also organised for some young people who 
showed interest in the Brothers’ life. Youth gatherings are active and popular among the 
schools in Malaysia.

Currently, they are looking for a new alternative or strategy to create interest among the 
young people in the Brothers’ vocation. One option can be identifying people who are 
interested in teaching and inviting them to work with the Brothers. They recognise that the 
visibility of young Brothers among the youth is important. LEAD can send some young 
Brothers from other Sectors to work with the Malaysian Brothers either in their apostolate 
or in vocation promotion programmes. 

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Philippines

Divine Office. Use these free daily inspirational 
scriptures and prayers for personal and communal 
prayers. Listen to psalms in the morning as you start your 
day or at the conclusion in the evening. The audio “Liturgy 
of The Hours” uses a selection of music and choirs from 
the Catholic tradition. You can access their daily prayers at 
their website: http://divineoffice.org/ 

Liturgy Alive. A pastoral endeavor of the Claretian 
Missionaries in Macau, China, “Liturgy Alive” offers models 
that can make eucharistic celebrations much more 
pastoral and much closer to the lives of the people. Their 
main website provides other links to recommended online 
prayer, scripture and catechism resources as well.
http://www.bibleclaret.org/liturgy/
http://english.bibleclaret.org/

Bibledex. This website shares videos about every book 
in the bible and more: http://www.bibledex.com/
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Poster by Br. Alphonso Danai Kingkan of Thailand.
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