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Asia Pacific Lasallian Youth Congress 9 (La Salle College, Bangna, 
Bangkok, Thailand). “Starting with a grand opening from the Land of Smiles, the 
different delegates all over PARC were very much entertained by the cultural presentation 
of the host country. Beginning officially on the 1st day, Br. Victor Franco shared about La 
Salle today while zooming into modern day heroes and how we can start the spark of 
change. We were also given the opportunity to share the different efforts of our countries 
through the country presentations. On the 2nd day, we had different youth sharings from 
Australia and Hong Kong plus we had an Amazing Race around Bangkok that 
strengthened the bond and tested everyones resourcefulness and skills. The night ended 
with the sharing of the Bamboo School which moved everyone's heart and deepened our 
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realization of social realities. We were then given the privilege to visit the school of the blind 
and an orphanage on the 3rd day which gave each of us a glimpse of the other issues 
Bangkok is facing. The last day focused on the plan ahead and gave each country the 
opportunity to plan their post APLYC actions which summarizes the theme of the entire 
program of “entering to learn and leaving to serve.” (Robert Hechanova - Head of Philippines 
Delegation) Congratulations to the Sector of Thailand for successfully hosting APLYC9!

Trish Carroll. “After a magnificent ten years of service as 
Director of Lasallian Educational Services, Mrs. Trish Carroll 
has been offered, and has accepted, a position of Mission 
Director with the Good Shepherd organisation, commencing 
2013. Trish has been an extraordinary gift to the District.  All of 
us realise that there comes the time to seek other ways to 
express the energy, imagination and dedication that has 
moved LES from being a good idea to become a force for 
good that has exceeded all expectations. More than that, far 
more than that, Trish has given her whole self to the Lasallian 
cause in a way that inspired others no end. Trish has advised 
that there is no immediate need to seek a replacement. In 

typical generous fashion Trish will remain to oversee the transfer of Lasallian Educational 
Services to the “Flats” in the coming week.  She will then take some well earned recreation 
and long service leave before attending the PARC Meeting in Hong Kong where at the 
invitation of Br David General Councillor for the Region she will deliver her paper on 
“Women in the Life of De La Salle”.  Trish will conclude her service with us in the first week 
of February. Details of an appropriate occasion to recognise Trish’s service and 
commitment will be finalised and announced as they come to hand.  Given the holiday 
period and Trish’s leave this may not be until the New Year. ("In the Loop" from Br. Ambrose 
Payne, Visitor, ANZPPNG)

Brother Cyprian (Xavier Gendreau). “On the occasion of 
the 80th anniversary of the arrival of the four (4) Lasallian 
Brothers in Japan, we feel a deep interest in knowing better 
about our early presence in this country. This said, let me draw 
your attention to a confrere who seemingly was the first 
Lasallian in Japan. His name was  Brother Cyprian (Xavier 
Gendreau,1845 – 1887).

“His parents emigrated  from Saint-Onge, France, to Canada 
and established themselves where the Basilica of  Sainte Anne 
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de Beaupré was built later. (Not far from Quebec City). That 
was where Xavier was born on January 28, 1845. Three 
years before his birth, the La Salle Brothers had opened the 
Ecole des Glacis in Quebec City and  six years later they built 
another school not far away in Montmagny where Xavier 
would eventually meet them. 

“In July 1859 Xavier entered the Novitiate in Montreal and 
took the habit on September 29. A  few years later he was 
sent to New York, then, back to the Quebec and Montreal 
regions. At the young age of 30 he left Canada for London 
and Paris. We can easily understand that each stage in 
several localities was of short duration.

“In 1879 he was appointed to Colombo, Sri Lanka, and on 
January 20, the following year, he replaced Brother Hidulphe, 
as Director of St Joseph College in Hong Kong. During the 
four years he was at the head of that College and the 
Community of the Brothers, he consecrated himself 
completely to the welfare and the material amelioration of his 
school and the progress of his students. Thanks to the 
wisdom of his administration, the college acquired a large 
piece of land on which an appropriate building was erected 
for the needs of education. Also worth mentioning was his 
gentle character and friendly manners that rapidly won the 
appreciation of the clergy, parents and students alike. 

“Then, for unknown reasons, Brother Cyprian asked to be 
discharged of his responsibilities at the head of the 
establishment.  The Superiors understood his request and 
sent him to the community of Rangoon, Burma, on April 18, 
1884 where he stayed one year before being called back to 
Hong Kong on April 18, 1885 to take charge of maintenance 
and daily necessities, besides supervising the boarders, both 
functions that he fulfilled with much zeal and to the 
satisfaction of all.

“The Turning Point. In early March 1887, Brother Cyprian, 
who till then, was in excellent health, was caught with an 
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Brothers Ohtomo Shigehiko (left) and
Ramon Bereicua FMS (right).



attack of pernicious dysentery. A specialist was 
consulted. Some medicine and a special regime 
were without result. In a few days the sickness 
aggravated to the point of reaching a chronic 
level. Though the doctor and the Brothers were 
taking good care of him, at the end of April, 
Brother Cyprian’s health deteriorated 
considerably. The doctor, then, believed that a 
change of air could help him and prescribed a 
short sojourn in Japan.

“Thus, on May 2, 1887, Brother Cyprian took a 
boat (Tanais) in Hong Kong heading to the port 
of  Yokohama (Tokyo). On the way the sickness 
increased and Brother had to disembark in 
Kobe. Father Chatron, m.e.p. (mission étrangère 
de Paris), missionary in Kobe and later  Bishop 
of Osaka, being informed of the presence of our 
confrere on the ship, hurried to the port to visit 
him.

“Finding Brother Cyprian very tired, he invited 
him to spend the night at his Mission. The 
following day Brother was unable to continue 
the trip, and Father Chatron, alone at that time 
and deprived of a translator who could speak 
English, took Brother to a European hospital where the sick Brother received the best 
possible care. However, during the night Brother Cyprian passed away, after having 
received the last Sacraments.  He was 42 years old.  Those who could be informed, 
missionaries, Christians, Sisters, students , attended the funeral ceremony which was held 
on May 13 in the church of Kobe, and accompanied the deceased to the foreigners 
cemetery, situated up on a small hill near the port.

“Father Chatron writes: ‘Having been a witness of such a holy death, it is of the utmost 
confidence that I add to my daily prayers: O, dear Brother Cyprian, pray for us!’

“Bro. Cyprian was entombed in the Onohama cemetery, situated near the harbour. Later 
on, because of lack of space, the cemetery was transferred to another site , also in Kobe, 
where the old epitaph of Brother Cyprian can be visited today.
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Brothers Ohtomo Shigehiko (left) and Mark Clement 
Maheu (right) visit the cemetery.



“On September 15, 1991, in a simple ceremony, a plaque in marble was fixed to the 
monument by Brother Marcel Petit, former Provincial of the La Salle Brothers in Japan. 

“A few weeks after the devastating earthquake in Kobe on April 15, 1995, Brother Ohtomo 
and myself (Mark), took a train from our Hino Community in the suburbs of Tokyo and 
travelled to Kobe to offer our sympathy and encouragement to the Marist Brothers whose 
school and Community had been severely damaged by the strong seism. 

“It is on that occasion that we could meet Brother Ramon Bereicua, Marist, who over the 
years had been taking care of the plot where repose the remains of our Brother Cyprian. 
Of course, it was the first time for Bro. Ohtomo and myself to see that historical Lasallian 
site. We wish that in the future more Brothers would have an  opportunity to pay a visit to 
that  monument and get to know better the life of that valiant Brother Cyprian. (Br. Mark 
[Clement]  Maheu FSC, Hakodate, Japan,  November 20, 2012)

“Afterword. The major part of the above writing was inspired  from Brother Marcel Petit’s 
research on Brother Cyprian – a text written in French. If you’d like to improve your 
command of our Founder’s language, you’re kindly invited to do so. Bonne chance!”

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Thailand

The Mary Page. This is a website of the Marian Library / International Marian Research 
Institute of the University of Dayton in Ohio, USA. It has an extensive collection of 
information, documents, articles, and images of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Scriptures, 
Tradition, Spirituality, Devotions, arts, culture, etc. Available in English, Chinese, French, 
Spanish, German and Korean, you can access the site through this link:
http://campus.udayton.edu/mary/aboutmary2.html 
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