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I feel indebted to the Lord for his 
goodness and tender love all these years 
of my life. !e secret is trying to live in 

peace and harmony with my fellow men and 
myself. Be happy and contented with your 
life. It is also very important to pray for 
good health. 

My family was made up of ten 
members—my father, my mother, four 
brothers and four sisters. We lived in the 
city in our early years. Later, we moved into 
our country bungalow at Highland Road in 
the Serangoon District. We lived happily in 
our new environment. As the years passed 

by, my sisters left home, one by one, to 
join the religious life. Two sisters joined the 
Canossian Sisters, one join Les Petites Soeurs 
des Pauvre. 

One day after the school annual retreat 
I heard the call of God to dedicated my life 
to Him in the religious life. It was about 
the "nal year of my secondary education. 
Anyway, I decided to o#er myself to the 
good Lord. I wanted to be a De La Salle 
Brother. When I was in school that morning 
I [steeled] myself to visit the Brother 
Principal’s o$ce. !at was Rev. Br. Canice. 
I told him that I wanted to be a Brother. 

He must have been shocked to hear the 
good news. He told me that Mr. Balhachet 
was a [former] La Salle Brother but he did 
not persevere. I was so surprised as Mr. 
Balhachet was my History teacher in St. 
Anthony’s Boys’ School. Well, the Director 
did not hesitate to send me to the  
St. Joseph’s Training College at Pulau 
Tikus in the beautiful island of Penang. 
I succeeded to go through the juniorate, 
postulancy, novitiate and scholasticate 
successfully. Finally, I was a full-%edged 
Brother for my Mission.

I started teaching in the Primary School 
in Noah’s Ark at Palau Tikus. !en I was 
given a class in St. Xavier’s Branch School. 
I did not stay very long as I was transferred 
to St. Xavier’s Institution in the city. In the 
course of time, I met many Brothers from 
di#erent parts of Malaysia. !ey visited 
Penang during the school hoildays or for 
the District Annual Retreat. In the course 
of time, I came to know many Brothers. Br. 
Casimir caught my attention. I seemed to 
like him. He was so cheerful and kind. His 
motto was “Be Happy”. 

After staying in Penang for about ten 
years I needed a change. As there was a 
vacancy in Singapore at that time, the 
Brother Visitor sent me [there] to teach in 
St. Michael’s school. I spent six happy years 
teaching Primary Six, the graduating class. 
Many of these past students [are] doing well 
in life. I am sure many of them have retired 
by this time. 

Next, I applied to teach in Hong Kong, 
as there was a vacancy in La Salle Primary 
School in Kowloon. I had an interesting 
life in the La Salle College community. 
Br. Henry Pang, Br. Anthony Cheung and 
myself were frequently invited out by friends 
and relatives of Br. Anthony. When the 
afternoon Headmaster passed away, I was 
appointed to take his post. !is assignment 
lasted for three years.

!en I applied for study leave in La Salle 
College, Philippines for an M.A. degree in 
Guidance and Counselling, which I did not 
complete due to some misunderstanding 
with the director of the community. I 
returned to Hong Kong where I was 

Brother Gregory Lim
INTERVIEW BY: BR. ARIAN LOPEZ



  64  twentyeleven

transferred to St. Joseph’s College. 
I was given quite a number of 
community assignments. I taught 
lower Secondary classes where 
there were many foreign students 
as the local teachers found them 
di$cult to control. After working 
in Hong Kong for about ten years, 
I returned to Singapore where I 
taught many years until it was 
time for a change. I volunteered 
to teach English in Japan. I was 
accepted and I was sent to La Salle 
High School in Kagoshima. It is a 
prestigious school and I was there 
for only a year. 

I returned to Singapore where I 
continued to teach in St. Joseph’s 
Institution until I retired in 1984. 
I still continued to teach Ethics 
and B.K. in St. Joseph’s Institution. 
After a while I decided to leave 
the school and I met the Visitor of 
Australia on his visit to Singapore. 
I asked him if I could be of any 
use in Papua New Guinea. !e 
postulants and novices needed 
English tuition. I decided to help 
them and so I was on my way to 
there. After spending some time 
in the Brothers’ Community I 
was transferred to the Novitiate 
to start teaching English. Life in 
Papua New Guinea was not so rosy 
but I managed to stay there for 

two years. After my return to 
Singapore, I was told that all 
the candidates in the Papaua 
New Guinea novitiate had left 
the Brotherhood.

I am very happy that some 
of the students I taught in St. 
Joseph’s Institution, St. Patrick’s 
School and even St. Michael’s 
School are Brothers and priests 
in the various parishes in 
Singapore. 

I hope to be of service 
to the Institute by o#ering 
humble service to teach 
English lessons to the !ais 
who wish to become La Salle 
Brothers. Good examples are 
most e#ective in fostering 
vocations. Young Brothers who 
are in schools can invite the 

students to interact with the 
elderly Brothers. !is may be an 
interesting way of getting them 
interested in the Brother’s life.

I am the oldest Brother in 
LEAD. I want to enjoy life to 
the full. Everyday I spend some 
time in prayer. I love to say 
many rosaries everyday without 
fail; I read spiritual books. 
I have a liking for Chinese, 
Taiwanes and Korean movies on 
TV. !e stories are intriguing. 
I also like to play mahjong on 
the computer because it keeps 
my brain working. Time passes 
very fast everyday. God willing I 
hope to celebrate my Centenary 
Anniversary in 2024. 

All the best, Brothers, and 
God bless.


