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T W E N T Y E L E V E N  SINGAPORE

A LIFE BEING WELL LIVED
e was born nearly a century ago with the name Paul Lim Kiah 

Chye in Singapore. He was born in a family of  eleven, his parents 
along with eight siblings—four brothers and four sisters. They 
lived along Highland Road in the Serangoon district. As the years 
passed by, his sisters would join the religious life. Two would join 
the Canossian Sisters and one would join Les Petites Soeurs des Pauvre 

or the Little Sisters of  the Poor. Eventually, he too would find his 
calling and receive the religious name Brother Gregory Thomas 
FSC.

A student of  St. Anthony’s, a young Br. Gregory decided to live  
a religious life near the end of  his secondary education. He wanted 
to be a La Salle Brother. “When I was in school that morning  
I steeled myself  to visit the Principal’s office. That was  
Rev. Br. Canice. I told him that I wanted to be a Brother. He must 
have been shocked to hear the good news,” he recalls. He would 
make his way up north in Malaysia at the St. Joseph’s Training 
College at Pulau Tikus, Penang. 

He considers his entrance to the Brothers as fortunate. He had 
joined at the age of  15 in 1940. A little over a year later, the world 
found itself  in the middle of  war, and Singapore was not spared 
from the violence. Had he not been staying in Penang at the time, 
he still wonders if  he would be here now telling his story. 

After surviving the war, and then a full fledged Brother for the 
Mission, Br. Gregory found himself  teaching in Penang, first  
in a primary school in Noah’s Ark at Palau Tikus and then  
St. Xavier’s Branch School. “In the course of  time, I met many 
Brothers from different parts of  Malaysia. They visited Penang 
during the school hoildays or for the District Annual Retreat,”  
he shares. He would find guidance in the kind and cheerful  
Br. Casimir, whose motto in life is “Be Happy,” a motto that  
he has since adopted.

He moved from school to school, obediently following his 
assignments. After Penang, he returned to Singapore, teaching  
in St. Michael’s. He then taught in La Salle Primary School in 
Kowloon. He spent many years as an educator in Hong Kong after 
which he would move back to Singapore and a brief  stint in  
La Salle High School in Kagoshima. He would finish his tour  
at St. Joseph’s Institution (SJI), officially retiring in 1984. Despite 
retiring, he would continue to serve the Mission by teaching Ethics 
in SJI and then English in Papua New Guinea. “I hope to be of  
service to the Institute by offering humble service to teach English 
lessons,” he proudly shares.

While his story might seem typical for a Brother—moving 
around and teaching—his story illustrates the beauty of  the life  
of  an educator. At 95, the years he has spent as a teacher,  
as a Brother, one can only begin to image the number of  students 
he has encountered and, ultimately, changed. “I am very happy that 
some of  the students I taught in St. Joseph’s Institution, St. Patrick’s 
School and even St. Michael’s School are Brothers and priests in the 
various parishes in Singapore.” 

When asked what the secret is to a life well lived, he states,  
“I am the oldest Brother in LEAD. I want to enjoy life to the 
full. Everyday I spend some time in prayer. I love to say many 
rosaries everyday. I read spiritual books. I have a liking for Chinese, 
Taiwanese and Korean movies on TV. The stories are intriguing.  
I also like to play mahjong on the computer because it keeps  
my brain working.” As for the rest of  us, Br. Gregory’s past serves 
as a reminder of  what one person can accomplish through faith  
and perseverance. But his story is far from over. Despite his age,  
the enthusiasm and optimism for life never changed. “God willing,  
I hope to celebrate my Centenary Anniversary in 2024,”  
he says with a smile.  

HAs Br. Gregory Lim 
celebrates his 95th 
birthday this year,  
we look at his life 
and the lessons he 
has learned as the 

oldest Brother  
in LEAD

2Final_052919_Vol06Iss01_TwentyEleven_Tercentenary.indd   40 5/29/19   2:38 PM



T W E N T Y E L E V E N  •  J U N E  2 01 9   41

T W E N T Y E L E V E N  SINGAPORE T E R C E N T E N A R Y  SINGAPORE

2Final_052919_Vol06Iss01_TwentyEleven_Tercentenary.indd   41 5/29/19   2:38 PM


