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GOD LEADING MY LIFE PATH

JAPAN - I am very happy that on May 15, 2022, the feast day of St. La Salle, I finally became a member of 
the Catholic Church. I strongly felt St. La Salle's intercession for having a special Mass and baptism for me 
on such a memorable day.

In Japan, Christians make up less than 1% of the population and the number of Catholics is even smaller. I 
feel that it has been God's 
providence that I have been 
able to choose to live as a 
Catholic in such a religious 
environment. I have come 
to this choice in my life 
because of my encounters 
with St. La Salle and other 
Saints, as well as with 
several priests, Brothers, 
and friends.

I was born into a Christian 
Protestant family. In Japan, 
" re l ig ion" tends to be 
frowned upon, but growing 
up in such a family, faith 
and prayer were very close 
to my heart. I went to 
church every Sunday and 
prayed with my family every 
day since I was a child. 
Therefore, I did not have 
any pre jud ice aga ins t 
religion like many Japanese 
people.

Furthermore, I spent most of my childhood in a rural town of Hokkaido. Hokkaido is an area with a harsh 
climate, especially during the cold and snowy wintertime. The hardness of life in such an area requires a 
strong awareness of the fundamental human act of "living lives" and a sincere commitment to it. When we 
face this act of "living lives," we think naturally about the "meaning of life" - why we live. Furthermore, we are 
made aware of the greatness of nature: the greatness of God who created the world including nature or the 
smallness of human beings. There is a sense that we are not living by our own strength alone, but are kept 
alive by nature, by others, and by God. Therefore, feeling grateful for being alive right now is at the root of 
my own being. In short, my childhood experiences in the wilderness have influenced my spirituality and 
religiosity.
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As the months passed, I left my hometown and enrolled at Hakodate La Salle High School. Since La Salle 
High School was far from my home, for some time, I even considered going to a public high school. 
However, I decided to enroll in La Salle High 
School because I heard that it was one of the 
best schools in the area and I wanted to go to a 
Christian school.

On my first days of school, I was led to join the 
morning-prayer-time at the school’s chapel. I 
think this was my first time to get to know what 
‘Catholic’ means. After that, I continued to 
participate in the daily morning prayer service. 
There, I was able to meet Brothers and 
teachers during prayer time. As I continued this 
kind of life, Mass and prayer time became 
important parts of my life. Here, I was never 
strongly conscious of the difference between 
Catholicism and Protestantism. I naturally 
became close to the Catholic way of praying 
and rituals. And through this prayer life, I feel 
that the dimensions of my faith naturally 
deepened.

I also had opportunities to go to the Trappist monastery in Hokuto City, Hokkaido, near my high school, for 
meditation every year. The monks there lead a very simple life of "Ora et Labora” (Pray and Work). I got to 

know the life of these monks, who were 
willing to give all of themselves to God, I 
was strongly attracted to Catholicism.

During these high school years, my 
encounters with many monks of the 
Trappist monastery, La Salle Brothers 
and teachers at school, their way of life 
and their way of thinking had a great 
influence on my life and faith. At the 
same time, I was also inspired by the 
appearance and tradition of the Catholic 
Church which is led by the Pope and 
offers the same liturgy throughout the 
world. I also became strongly attracted 
to the Catholic faith, in which each ritual 
has its own meaning and liturgy. These 
suited me well.
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In particular, I feel that my first 
experience in the Philippines, 
which I first visited during high 
school, was a defining event in 
my life. I visited there through 
the De La Salle Brothers 
network and vo lunteered 
mainly in the Philippines as an 
educational volunteer at a La 
Salle school in a rural area and 
as a volunteer for street 
children in Manila. While I 
enjoyed my experience there 
and met many people, I was 
also shocked to see the 
disparity and reality. My values 
were fundamentally overturned, 
and my own powerlessness 
brought up various complicated 
feelings. I was shown a new 
world that I did not know, and 
that experience struck me deeply. Furthermore, when I saw the strong faith of homeless people and others 
who were forced to live in poverty, I became completely confused about my own faith, Christianity, and even 
the act of what believing itself means. After I returned to Japan, those feelings became even more 
complicated.

Looking back now, I feel that it was a very difficult time for me spiritually. After that, I had the desire to go 
back and stay in the Philippines. However, due to the impact of the new coronavirus and other factors, I had 
to give up the idea. However, I wondered how I could make the impact and happy memories of the 
Philippines come to fruition in Japan. Or how would I apply my experience in the Philippines to my life in 
Japan? And how should I live in Japan? In the midst of my doubts and struggles, I continued to pray with the 
Brothers, and trusting in God completely.

Under the guidance of my teachers, and my desire to study Catholic theology increased, I then decided to 
study theology. Thus, I enrolled in the Faculty of Theology at Sophia University, a Jesuit university. It is also 
true that after entering the university, I had many internal struggles and pains due to the effects of the new 
coronavirus.

And while my desire to convert to Catholicism grew, I became aware that my faith had become formalized. I 
had never been particularly conscious of being a Catholic or Protestant. However, as my desire to live as a 
Catholic grew stronger, I sometimes wondered if my faith had become so formalized that I had lost sight of 
the essence of my faith. In the midst of all this, I met many wonderful friends and teachers. Through them, I 
received God's grace and they supported my decision that I wanted to live as a Catholic in my own very 
natural new context.
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In particular, I feel that my experience in Nagasaki, which I visited on a pilgrimage in March of this year 
(March 2022), was the direct event that led me to make the decision to convert to the Catholic Church. 
Nagasaki has attracted international attention since the Hidden Christian Heritage was registered as a World 
Heritage site. However, Nagasaki is a unique town in Japan with a long history of Christianity. “Hidden 
Christians" were people who endured the most systematic persecution of Christians in the world, and some 
were martyred. But they secretly kept their faith for more than 300 years without priests or other leaders, 
during the time when the Christian faith was prohibited in Japan.

After the war, even after the prohibition was lifted, the land of Nagasaki experienced many hardships for 
many people, especially for Christians, such as the dropping of the atomic bomb. During this pilgrimage, I 
have visited many churches there, prayed and interacted with the people, and have received a lot of hope. I 
also received a lot of support, especially from the members who went on the pilgrimage with me. In 
Nagasaki, a place that many people had experienced much despair, I found great hope. It is the grace that 
comes from God, that is, despair does not end in despair. Just as Jesus' death did not end in death, God 
gives grace through suffering, and even difficulties are transformed into hope.

I took as my baptismal name: Maximilian Maria Kolbe, the "Saint of Auschwitz". He was also in Nagasaki 
before his martyrdom in his native Poland. I felt God leading me in this encounter with Father Kolbe, who 
continued to live the love of Christ in the midst of unimaginable suffering. It was in Nagasaki, a city 
symbolizing peace and suffering, where I found the source of my baptismal name.
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The above is the story of how I got close to Christianity and became a Catholic in Japan. There are many 
events that I could not write about here, and many feelings that I could not express in my own words. I can 
honestly say that as I write this, I am not entirely sure why I chose this path and why I have lived the way I 
have. The only thing I can say is that God has been leading me at every juncture of my life.

I feel more strongly these days that God is mysterious. God gives us his grace in places we never imagined, 
and in ways we never imagined. In particular, I have received grace through "encounters" with many people.

From now on, I pray that I may trust in the Lord alone who is leading everything and that I may live 
according to God's will. May I be able to share with others all of the blessings I have received from God. And 
may I live in gratitude to my family, Brothers, teachers, and friends who have guided me until now.

St. John Baptist De La Salle. Pray for us
St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe. Pray for us
Live Jesus in our hearts. Forever

June 2022 
Maximilian Maria Kolbe Keiya Yokoyama
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ANOTHER YES: DE LA SALLE BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THAILAND RENEW THEIR 
RELIGIOUS VOWS

THAILAND - During the annual traditional celebration of Holy Trinity Sunday, the 17 De La Salle Brothers 
and 6 La Salle Sisters from the Sector of Thailand renew their vows in various locations. This annual 
tradition also commemorates one of the Institute's most important events, when The Founder, St. John 
Baptist de La Salle, and the twelve principal Brothers made the Institute's first perpetual vows.

The De La Salle Brothers and Sisters of Bangkok Community and the La Salle Sampran Community renew 
their vows at the La Salle Bangna Chapel, while the Brothers of Chantaburi, Nakhon Sawan, and 
Sangklaburi renew at their respective locations. The Lasallian family was also present at the celebrations, as 
they continue to assist the De La Salle Brothers in their mission of teaching minds, touching hearts, and 
transforming lives. (Text: Br. Eugene de Luna FSC; Photos: De La Salle Brothers - Thailand Official 
Facebook Page)
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BROTHER PATRICK TIERNEY JOINS ST. JOSEPH’S INSTITUTION INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
MALAYSIA (TROPICANA PJ CAMPUS) TO MARK SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
 
Excerpt from the Article: 
 
MALAYSIA - As part of the school’s Founder’s Day celebrations, St. 
Joseph’s Institution International School Malaysia (Tropicana PJ 
Campus) was visited by Brother Patrick Tierney in May 2022. The visit, 
which lasted almost a month, also 
enabled Brother Patrick to attend 
t h e s c h o o l ’ s I B D i p l o m a 
Graduation Ceremony, marking 
the joyous occasion of the Year 
13 cohort graduates finishing their 
IB Diploma before heading off to 
universities around the world. 
(Text & Photos: Mr. Tony Lai 
Chee Hoong) 
 
 
Link to our Founder’s Day video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teFbCYYBAmI
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“TURANGAWAEWAE” - YOUNG BROTHERS GATHERING

PHILIPPINES - Anchored on the Maori concept of “Turangawaewae” or “My Standing Place”, this year’s 
Young Brothers Gathering began with a Recollection facilitated by Sr. Cecille Tuble RC at De La Salle 
University - Dasmariñas Retreat and Conference Center on June 28, 2022. (Text & Photos: Br. Irwin 
Climaco FSC)
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THREE MALAYSIAN YOUNG LASALLIANS SHARE THEIR FOUNDER’S DAY 
EXPERIENCE

“This was my first time on joining a virtual celebration of Founder’s Day.

I would like to emphasize  that I was really honored to be a part of the big Lasallian family. Seeing Lasallians from 
all over Malaysia and also the FSC Brothers really moves me because it assures me that there are a lot more people 
around that have the same passion as I do. At the beginning of the program, I scrolled on the name list of participants 
just to take a look at who are the people that I recognized who joined this delightful celebration.

Brother Butch FSC, Brother Collin FSC, Brother Jason FSC, and Brother Thomas FSC really gave an insightful sharing 
during the program. I was surprised when it turns out that Bro. Thomas had once come to my former school, it would 
have been really nice if I was already around during that time to see him myself. Moreover, one thing that struck me 
until now was that during the Q&A session, when a student named Jiivan asked the question, “how to be Lasallian”. A 
simple yet meaningful question I shall say because I spent years of proudly saying that I am a Lasallian, but I have 
yet to convince myself that I too live in La Salle’s way. I am also still a 21-year-old person trying to fit into society and I 
admit that it is quite challenging to live La Salle’s core values in today’s society, but I will continue on trying because I 
idolize St. John Baptist de La Salle so much.

Last but not least, I hope that more programs like this would be conducted for the Borneo Lasallians because I believe 
there are still more of them that have the same passion as me but their lights have dimmed.”

Lea Gilbert, St. Martin’s Tambunan Secondary School (2014-2018)
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“First and foremost I'd like to mention that this is my 
first time ever participating in a Founder's day event. 
Before joining the program, I didn't even know the 
existence of Founder's day or what it was about. I 
also have little to no knowledge about La Salle 
himself considering the fact that I'm a new member 
of my school's Lasallian club.

To be honest, I signed up for the program just 
because my teacher told me to. I thought it would be 
lame and boring because I would be listening to 
people talk about La Salle for two hours straight. But 
I thought wrong. Welcomed by Coreen's warm smile, 
my mind changed immediately. The Brothers' stories 
were amazing. Especially the story where one of the 
brothers had to deal with teenagers and a youngster 
who insulted three of the brother's generation. 
Although insulted the brother remained patient and 
said that it doesn't matter how it starts, what matters 
is how it ends. That story in particular had such a 
huge effect on me because I can relate to it. Being a 
teenager, sometimes I can be rebellious and 
disagree with my parents and teachers. Most of the 
time I would feel bad after quarrelling with them and 
think about how bad I am as a person. But that 
brother's story helped me feel better about myself by 
thinking that it's not too late for me to change and 
there's still time for me to mend my mistakes.

Another thing I would like to mention before ending 
this write-up is that I love how there's no barrier 
between any members of the Lasallian community 
despite the difference in race and religion. I hope to 
be able to participate in Founder's day again next 
year.”

Haiqal Zulkarnain, St. Martin’s
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“Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude to the La 
Salle Centre for having this Zoom Meeting. If I were 
asked to describe the content of this meeting in one 
word, I would say ‘hope’.

As time passes, many may think that a little kindness 
does not make a difference, because it is 
unnoticeable, and they are not appreciated. But, for 
this time, we are all living in a completely different 
era. Kindness is needed, and everyone needs hope 
so that they can shine and build new paths to 
transform lives.

After listening to all Brothers in the Zoom meeting, it 
was clear that almost all Brothers were firstly inspired 
at their schools. Brothers who acted like teachers, 
touched their lives deeply. This has given me a 
sense that celebrating Founder’s Day is similar to 
celebrating Teacher’s Day. The difference is just one 
day apart.

Besides that, I, myself, had a deep reflection after 
the Zoom meeting had ended. In the words of Br. 
Thomas, ‘To be a good worker, you cannot neglect 
yourself, you cannot give to the young what you don’t 
have within you…’ I realized that being kind was not 
just giving it to others, but giving it to myself at first. 
The real kindness comes from a pure heart in 
oneself, and this is how kindness can heal others 
who are spiritually lost. Other than that, I realized 
that in the midst of struggle between students and 
teachers, being conventional does not make a 
difference anymore, because the struggles faced 
now is a new struggle, such as demotivation, 
burnout, feeling less appreciated and so on. I was 
enlightened by the words of Br. Jason, ‘Creativity 
helps bring changes.’

All in all, I have learnt something new even though 
the meeting was short. I will do my best to bring hope 
in the face of struggles with my teachers and 
classmates and in my personal life.”

Lim Zhan Ming, La Salle PJ
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REMEMBERING THE DE LA SALLE BROTHERS AND SISTERS’ GREATNESS

THAILAND - The Lasallian family in Thailand remembers the greatness of the deceased La Salle Brothers 
and Sisters as they committed their lives to the Lasallian mission till the end of their earthly journey through 
a solemn prayer service at La 
Salle Bangna - Chapel on the 
afternoon of June 25, 2022. 
The prayer service is also in 
remembrance of the first 
death anniversary of Br. Victor 
Gil FSC, a missionary Brother 
who worked in Thailand for a 
long time. Aside from Br. 
Victor Gil Munoz FSC, Brs., 
Breden Feeney, Salvator Pi, 
Joseph Mertz, Joseph Van 
Khoi, Victor Bu, David Ogle, 
Sebastian Chareon, Sister 
Mary Maree Chindahan-
damrong, and Sister Anna 
Bernadette Thanya Suetrong 
are honored and remembered 
on this occasion. (Text: Br. 
Eugene de Luna FSC; 
Photos: La Salle Bangna)
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Facebook Live link: https://tinyurl.com/emongfsc
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