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THEN, THERE WAS JOHN…
Senior Young Brother surpasses traditions 

PHILIPPINES - “Everything is gift, all is grace.”

One might find the above mentioned difficult to fathom, which is why people always stick to whatever it is 
they planned—down to the smallest of details. For the De La Salle Brothers, there are conventional ways of 
doing things. Usually, one must enter the brotherhood at a relatively young age. After years of formation and 
discernment, they must prepare to live out their lives as a De La Salle Brother in perpetuity after their “Final 
Vows” ceremony, which often falls on a weekend. But then, there was Br. John…
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“Now, why did Brother John break tradition and choose a Thursday instead of a weekend for his final vows?  
His choice goes beyond the 4th Joyful Mystery, or Mary’s Purification, or Candelaria. It’s because today is 
the World Day for Consecrated Life,” Br. Victor Franco FSC, Br. John’s mentor, mused in his homily during 
the said event.

The supposed Final Vows of the Senior Young Brother was set on the third Sunday of January, but for some 
reason was postponed. His second option was unconventional in itself—a Thursday, February 2 which 
celebrated the consecrated lives lived by people akin to Simeon and Anna in the Bible. Like them, Br. John 
has spent his life waiting on God’s call and finally, his “heart was ready”.
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“Today, February 2, The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple is significant not because of me 
but “It is the Lord” as the responsorial psalm reminds us. Colossians 3:11 - Christ is all and in all. Y Kristo ing 
sabla ampong atiu ya king sabla,” the Pampanga-born Brother expressed.

Br. John’s journey is a perfect manifestation of how God orchestrates every little detail in a person's life. 
Plans might get foiled and paths might derail, but God is always intentional. No matter where Br. John is led 
from here on, it is exactly a part of God’s grand masterplan, because indeed, everything is gift and all is 
grace. (Text: Ms. Kristine Anne E. Villarosa - SJS-LS Vice Principal; Photos: DLSP-CORE)
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BROTHERS FROM ROME IN THAILAND

THAILAND - From January 9-14, 2023, the Brother Superior General, Vicar General, and General 
Councilors attended the PARC48 at the Redemptorist Center in Pattaya, Thailand. This is the first time in the 
history of the Thai Sector to welcome the Brother Superior General, Vicar General, and all General 
Councilors worldwide. After a series of meetings, Brother Armin and his Council visited the Lasallian Schools 
in the Thai Sector. They divided themselves into 3 groups and visited three La Salle schools on January 
15-17. Br. Armin, Br.Joël, Br. Sergio, and Br. Donald visited La Salle Chotiravi Nakhonsawan School. Br. 
Anatole, Br. Carlos, and Br. Chris visited La Salle Sangklaburi and Bamboo School. Br. Ricky, Br. Martin, 
and Br. Alfonso visited La Salle Chanthaburi School. They spent time with the Brothers in the community, 
visited projects for the poor, and graced the school activities.

On January 17, 2023, the Thai Sector hosted a simple dinner at La Salle School, Bangkok to conclude the 
visit. On this special occasion, the Thai Brothers, Sisters, and Postulants joined this momentous event and 
thanked the Institute leadership for visiting their country. (Text & Photos: Br. John Pongpat Khasochan 
FSC)
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LEAD ONLINE COMMUNITY 09

2022 was a year filled with international meetings at the Institute level, beginning with the 46th General 
Chapter (the highest decision-making body in the Lasallian Family) and many others, such as the 3rd 
International Assembly for the Lasallian Educational Mission (AIMEL).

Around 75 participants joined LOC 9 on 20 January 2023.

Ms. Ces Tirona, Vice Chancellor of Lasallian Mission and Linkages at De La Salle Medical and Health 
Sciences Institute (Philippines) and LEAD representative for the 3rd AIMEL and participant in the 3rd LEAD 
Mission Assembly (LMA), led us in understanding the overall direction of the next seven years for the 
Lasallian Mission.

The result of many millions of minutes and local to international gatherings are reflected in our Institute 
documents.

During the small group sharing at the LOC gathering, it was a common idea that our Lasallian heritage is 
rich, and the proposals and aspirations on how to care for the world through education are abundant.

The subsequent LOC meetings will focus on some of the proposals so that our LEAD District can start living 
and joining the Global Lasallian community in implementing the GC resolutions. (Text: Br Antonio Cubillas 
FSC; Screenshots: Br Vince Paildan FSC)
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SXI JANUARY HAPPENINGS 
 
MALAYSIA - The January 2023 
Happenings video of SXI is now live 
on YouTube! Click the image to view 
the video.

Watch, comment, like and subscribe 
to our channel for updates and 
happenings at SXI.

(St. Xavier's Boards of Governors 
Official Facebook Page) 

NEW COMMUNITY DIRECTOR
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The Brother Visitor of the Lasallian East 
Asia District (LEAD) appoints

Br. Peter Foo FSC

as the Brother Director
of the La Salle Centre (Ipoh) Brothers’ 

Community
from 2023 February 1 to 2023 May 14
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USLS PROGRAMS RECEIVES AUN-QA CERTIFICATION

PHILIPPINES - CERTIFIED. The University has reached another important milestone as our Bachelor of 
Science in Accountancy and Bachelor of 
Secondary Education programs successfully 
passed assessments and are now ASEAN 
University Network- Quality Assurance (AUN-
QA) certified. AUN-QA is an international body 
that promotes quality higher education and 
collaborates with global institutions for the 
benefit of the ASEAN community.

Notwithstanding the pandemic, the University 
will continue to deliver its mission of providing 
quality education that is at par with local and 
international standards

Find out more: https://usls.edu.ph/news/view/USLS-BS-Accountancy-Secondary-Education-programs-now-
AUN-QA-certified?fbclid=IwAR1TWaajW8l2DM5ZyZL7PL4CI7yuPLE2V-B53te3s4JLSrdWKitqwQiuVeY

#AnimoLaSalle #AnimoUSLS #aunqacertified (University of St. La Salle Official Facebook Page)

DLSU-D & DLSU LEAD PH’S GREEN CAMPUSES

PHILIPPINES - De La Salle University-
Dasmariñas and De La Salle University lead 
the country's green campuses recognized 
among the world's best universities in 
sustainabil i ty practices. (De La Salle 
University - Dasmariñas Official Facebook 
Page)

“De La Salle University-Dasmariñas marked its 
10th year as the Philippines’ most sustainable 
university.” (Good News Pilipinas)

Full article: https://www.goodnewspilipinas.com/10-philippine-universities-listed-in-ui-greenmetric-
sustainability-world-ranking/?mibextid=Zxz2cZ&fbclid=IwAR1tr66ww9Ownv2QQgsLyEq-4GUvaJnLu2kR-
UfuN5f-FMJJpsdK-FzPBDw

Photo courtesy of Good News Pilipinas
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#TakeTheLEAD
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